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Congratulations to the new officers in three of our favorite states. 


Let’s make this a banner year in our 


work for the amendment. We want every Senator and every Representative to have a visit from us as soon as 
possible asking for support of the Equal Rights Amendment. 


THERE IS NO MORE IMPORTANT ISSUE IN THE WORLD TODAY THAN EQUALITY UNDER 


THE LAW FOR WOMEN. 


National Organizations now aligned with the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party in support of the Equal Rights 
Amendment: 


National Association of Women Lawyers 

General Federation of Women’s Clubs , 
National Federation of Business and Professional Women’s Clubs 
National Education Association of the United States 

American Medical Women’s Association 

Women’s Circle, Woodmen of the World 

American Federation of Soroptimists Clubs 

Quota International 


American Society of Women Accountants , 


American Women’s Society of Certified Public Accountants 
Osteopathic Women’s National Association 

National Association of School Secretaries | 

National Council of Women Chiroprators 


Women’s National Relief Corps, Auxiliary of the Grand Army 
of the Republic 


Association of American Women Dentists 
American Council for Equal Legal Status 
National Association of Women 

National Association of Colored Women 
Ladies of the Grand Army of the Republic 
St. Joan Society 

Alpha Iota Society 

Industrial Women’s League for Equality 
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TEXT OF EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 


“Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the 
United States or by any State on account of sex. 

“Congress and the several States shall have power, within their respective 
jurisdictions, to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 

“This amendment shall take effect one year after the date of ratification.” 


Williamson, Va. 


STATUS OF AMENDMENT 
Introducted: 


In Senate, Jan. 8, 1951, by Senator Herbert R. O’Conor (D), Md., with 
7 co-sponsors. 

In House, Feb. 2, 1951, by Rep. Katharine St. George (R), N. Y., 
with 104 co-sponsors. 


Favorably by Senate Judiciary Committee, May 21, 1951. 
Referred: 
To Judiciary Committee of both Houses at time of introduction. 
To House Sub-Judiciary Committee No. 2, May 10, 1951. 


Do You Know ... 


... THAT women’s organization’s heads of women’s 
colleges, and other women prominent in public affairs 
are demanding that women have their share of the 
defense of their country? They are willing to be 
drafted to do what their country needs. These women 
know that equal rights means equal responsibility, and 
they want just that. 

... THAT currently 56 countries permit women to vote 
in all elections on an equal basis with men; 3 countries 
admit women to all elections, but under different and 
generally higher qualifications than those applied to 
men; 5 countries allow women to vote only in local 
elections; and 16 countries deny women any political 
rights (3 of these have no electoral rights for men, 
either). Findings of a report submitted by the Secre- 
tary General to the UN General Assembly at its current 
meeting covering women’s status as of September 1, 
1950, under political laws in 80 countries. 


Big Rise Forecast In Jobs For Women 


If the present world emergency continues and the 
full impact of defense production makes itself felt, the 
number of women in this country’s labor force is ex- 
pected to number far beyond the pedk of 20,500,000 
of World War II. 

This forecast is based on two assumptions : The num- 
ber of women employed will increase in almost al] 
occupational groups, and the number will increase most 
sharply in clerical occupations, semi-skilled factory oc- 
cupations and on the farm. 

Proposals to meet these prospects are: 


1. Immediate steps should be taken toward the train- 
ing of more women for essential jobs that require 
a considerable training time, such as nursing, teach- 
ing, stenography and laboratory work. 

2. Plans should be made now for training women for 
occupations into which they will be drawn as man- 
power shortages develop. 

3. Orientation training should be provided for women 
without previous work experience. 

4. Training for upgrading should be provided for 
women workers to enable them to advance and to 
perform more skilled jobs. 

5. Supervisory training should be provided for women 
= ga that their skills and abilities may be utilized 

ully 


A population analysis showed that approximately 30 
per cent of the nation’s workers were women. As of 
March, one-third of all the women of working age were 
in the labor force, totaling 18,946,000. Those of work- 
ing age who were not in the labor force numbered 
37,909,000. 

There already are more married tnan ‘single women 
workers. Almost half of the women in the labor force 
are married; about one-third are single; the rest are 
widowed, separated or divorced. More than one-fourth 
of the women in the civilian labor force in 1950 had 
children under 18 and 1,500,000 had children who were 
under school age. 

Of the 37,909,000 women not in the labor force, 
32,600,000 were keeping house, 3,887,000 were in school 
and 916,000 were unable to work. Of the total, 5.,- 
567,000 were more than 65 years of age. 

Older women came into the labor force during World 
War II in great numbers and did not leave after the 
war, aS many younger women did. Women 45 years 
of age and over constitute 31 per cent of the 19,000,000 
women in the present labor force. 


THE CHANGING STATUS OF WOMEN INA ‘€ 
CHANGING WORLD 


(Continued from page 27) 
liament building, where the, resolutions were sent in 


~ to the President of the Parliament. That evening the 


bill passed. 

The American Resolution is still bearing fruit. 
Carried to the United Nations meeting of the Human 
Rights Commission in Geneva by officers of the 
I.C.W., two weeks later, it was received by the Genera! 
Secretary, Trygvie Lie, and has now been published by 
the Social and Economic Council as a United Nations 
publication—+ E/CN.4/NGO/25, 23 April 1951. 

An incredible percentage of Greek women turned out 
to cast their ballots—86% of those eligible, showing 
their intense interest in their government. The Mayor 
of Athens, elected by 80% of the women’s vote, com- 
mented: “I sure do love the ladies!” 
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The Changing Status of Women In A Changing World 


By ERNESTINE HALE BELLAMY 


A dramatic story is being written into the history of 
many lands—a story of how women are determined 
to raise their status through their own efforts. Women 
who in 30 years’ time have stepped from purdah—the 
veil and the harem— into the role of responsible citizens 
are now asking for absolute equality with men under 
the laws of their lands. To see the effects of this re- 
markable metamorphosis at first hand, four months ago 
I sailed to the Near East. 

First stop was Egypt, where women are actively 
campaigning for the right to vote and hold office. Civil 


‘rights; for the most part; have been wons The Eleetoral — 


Law of 1935, granting suffrage to “every male Egyp- 
tian,” goes on to state “to be elected a Senator, a person 


Ali Zaki el-Oxabi Pasha, President.of the.Egyptian 


Senate, told me: “The word person in the Egyptian 
Constitution must be interpreted as man and woman.” 
We all know that the Preamble to the United Nations 
Charter reaffirms the faith of the member Nations in 
the equal rights of men and women as well as of nations. 
Egypt cannot subscribe to the United Nations as a 
member and fall short of accepting its policies.” 

Later, in Athens, I met Mme. Doria Shafia, fighting 
Egyptian feminist.- As President of the Bent el-Nil 
(Daughters of the Nile), young Mme. Shafiq led 2,000 
women to the gates of Parliament in a demonstration 
for suffrage. Before the International Council of 
Women meetings ended Mme. Shafiq, Egyptian delega- 
tion leader, was called back to Egypt to stand trial for 
disturbing the peace! 

Women in Lebanon are also claiming their Consti- 
tutional rights. Here again, although the Lebanese 
Constitution of 1926 states “every Lebanese citizen” 
in listing the suffrage requirements, the Arabic equiva- 
lent of every and all is used in the masculine gender so 
as to exclude women from these rights. 

Mme. Georges Tabet, President of the Feminine Fed- 
eration of Lebanon, told me of the struggle to change 
the wording of the electoral law so that women may 
be specifically included. Recently 250 women, repre- 
sentatives of 120 women’s organizations in Lebanon, 
went to the President with a petition asking that women 
be given their full political rights. (All civil rights are 
apparently equal.) Mme. Tabet mentioned with pride 
the Lebanese equal pay for equal work law, and added, 
“the general feeling seems to be that there is not 
enough time left in this session of Congress to study 
the laws on political rights. However, we feel confident 
mo after the next election we shall have gained all our 
rig ts.” 

In Syria, I found women had been given suffrage 
only two years ago—by legislative decree in 1949. An 
interesting stipulation exists, however: women must 
use separate polling stations! 

A most outstanding event of the trip occurred in 
Greece. The Greek Parliament had been debating ex- 
tending the franchise to women. From my window 


opposite the Parliament building I could see the daily 


deputations of Greek women entering. It was thrilling 
to watch this evidence of their awakened interest in 
vovernment, and the growing desire to shoulder equally 
with men the responsibilities of building better govern- 
ment—a better world! I didn’t dream that the very 
papers I held in my hand would play a part in winning 
their franchise. 

The papers represented a report entitled: “A-Mem- 
orandum from the Status of Women Committee, Na- 
tional Council of Women, U.S8.A., on the Rights of 
Women in the Covenant on Human Rights.” (See the 


March-April issue, Equal Rights.) As a member of the 
Status of Women Committee of which Anita Pollitzer 
is Chairman, and of the American delegation attending 
the Triennial Convention of the International Council 
of Women, meeting in Athens in March and April, I 
submitted this report to the Laws and Stffrage Com- 
mittee. Here met 21 women from as many countries— 
leading lawyers, great thinkers, gathered to discuss 
the various technical problems women face under the 
laws of their various lands. And here all problems were 
discussed and solved, on a basis of absolute equality 


of.rights.of-men.and women. Among the topics onthe _.. . 


agenda were the part taken by women in political ac- 
tivities ; a survey of the lands where a married woman 
takes the surname of her husband; the right of an indi- 


.vidual to petition through international organizations.... 


recognized by the United Nations, thus enabling the in- 
dividual to report discriminations; pension, insurance, 
and social security laws; the necessity for an inter- 
national convention on maintenance laws ; international 
divorce laws; nationality of children ; property rights 
of spouses where nationality is divided : domicile of 
the married woman. 

Dr. Fernande Baetens, Belgium, International Con- 
vener of the Laws and Suffrage Committee, accepted 
the American report and redrafted the salient points 
into a strong equality resolution. 

Three days later, at the first business meeting of the 
Triennial Conference, Dr. Eder-Schwyzer, Internation- 
al President, announced that two emergency resolutions 
were to be presented for immediate action. These reso- 
lutions, submitted by the Laws and Suffrage Commit- 
tee, stressed equality of rights for men and women 
through international agreement. Dr. Eder, presenting 
the second resolution, announced “this resolution has 
come from the American women.” The first and last 
paragraphs of the Resolution follow: 

“The I.C.W. welcomes the fact that the draft Cove- 
nant on Human Rights now being considered by the 
United Nations tends to eliminate by international 
agreement those discriminations now existing against 
women. ... In order that the Covenant, as an Inter- 
national Bill of Rights, guarantee to the women of the 
world the rights that have so long been denied them, 
the I.C.W. believes it is essential that there be incor- 
porated in the Covenant a clear, unequivocal declara- 
tion to the general effect that: No State shall make or 
permit any law or regulation discriminating on account 
of sex.” 

Dr. Baetens added: “It seems appropriate for us to 
explain our opinion as to the rights to be incorporated 
into the Covenant.” Mrs. Thomas Evans, President of 
the National Council of Women, U.S.A., and leader of 
the American delegation, seconded the resolution, stat- 
ing: “We have passed the stage where women need pro- 
tective laws. In many countries women have been 
working side by side with men through the war years.” 
The resolution passed unanimously. 

Many delegates, puzzled over the apparent urgency 
of the vote, were told by Dr. Eder: “The Parliament 
of this country is at this moment debating a bill on the 
extension of suffrage rights for women... when reso- 
lutions have been passed, we ask our National Chair- 
men to make of them the best use possible, to further 
their aims in their own countries. That is why we 
felt the Greek Council of Women would wish this reso- 
lution passed in time.” 

Led by Mile. Aigly Psalti, leading Greek feminist, 
a delegation of Greek women left for the nearby Par- 

(Continued on page 26) 
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WASHINGTON, May 27—The National Woman’s 
Party in convention here today at the Statler passed 
the following resolutions at the final business meeting: 

1. WHEREAS, members of the National Woman’s 
Party which was organized in 1913 for the sole purpose 
of raising the status of women and of obtaining full 
citizenship for American women, are completely united 
in their demand for the immediate passage of the Equal 
Rights Amendment by Congress. 


THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: We, 
members of the National Woman’s Party in convention 
assembled in Washington, D. C., and voicing the senti- 
ments of many millions of women, affirm our unity on 
this question and rededicate ourselves to increased de- 
votion and to greater activity in the task of securing 
the immediate passage of the Equal Rights Amendment 
by this Congress; thus we would bring to fruition the 
work of free American women from the position of 
chattels which work was begun more than one hundred 
years ago at the Equal Rights Convention at Seneca 
Falls, N. Y. Such a completion would bring unending 
glory to the United States of America and to the Con- 
gress of a free nation. 


AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: Copies of 
this resolution be sent to every member of both houses 
of the Congress, and to the Chairmen of the Democratic 
and Republican Parties. 


2. WHEREAS: The Republican Party endorsed the 
Equal Rights Amendment in its platforms of 1940, 
1944 and 1948 and the Democratic Party endorsed it 
in its platforms of 1944 and 1948: 


BE IT RESOLVED THAT: The National Woman’s 
Party call upon the President of the United States, the 
National Chairmen of Republican and Democratic Com- 
mittees and the members of both Parties to carry out 
their platform pledges in all sincerity without further 
delay. 


38. WHEREAS: The National Woman’s Party holds 
that the women of the United States of America are in 
no way inferior to the women of any of the countries 
in the world who have received constitutional equality 
by the action of their governments, 


THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: The 
National Woman’s Party call upon the President and 
the members of Congress to remove the stigma of in- 
feriority in our legal system by passing immediately 
ee Rights Amendment, as an act of simple 
justice. 


4. BE IT RESOLVED THAT: The National Wom- 
an’s Party make a protest against the illegal and unfair 
propaganda and other obstructive activity of the U. S. 
Women’s Bureau (or any other government agency) 
against the Equal Rights Amendment and that copies 
of this resolution, with a request that such obstruction 
be ended, be sent to the President of the United States, 
to the Secretary of Labor, to all members of Congress 
and to the director of the Women’s Bureau. 


5. WHEREAS: The Women’s Bureau of the United 
States Department of Labor does not represent the 
interests of all women of the United States, but only a 
segment thereof, and whereas, the expense and effort 
of essential research and necessary organizational ac- 
tivity to secure equality of rights are beyond the re- 


sources of the National Woman’s Party and like-minded 
organizations, 


THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: The Na- 
tional Woman’s Party request the President to estab- 
lish an independent agency to replace the United States 
Women’s Bureau which would aid all the women of the 
United States to secure equality of rights under the law, 
as now called for by the paramount law of the land, set 
out in the U.N. Charter. | 


6. WHEREAS: The National Woman’s Party is 
affiliated with the World Woman’s Party and supports 
its program; and 


WHEREAS: The discriminations against women 
are an seamen ganas injustice against half of the human 
race; an 


WHEREAS: the equality of men and women is re- 
affirmed by the charter of the United Nations; 


BE IT RESOLVED THAT: The National Woman’s 
Party call upon the Foreign Relations Committee of the 
United States Senate to ratify the Bogota Convention 
Granting Political Rights to Women, and that we call 
upon President Truman to take the necessary steps to 
have the United States adhere to the Bogota Conven- 
tion Granting Civil Rights to Women. 


7. BE IT RESOLVED THAT: We call upon Presi- 
dent Truman and. Secretary. of. Labor Tobin to cease 
and desist on national and state levels from carrying 
out the JLO Night Work Convention for Women. 


8. BE IT RESOLVED THAT: We express to the 
ILO the complete opposition of the National Woman’s 
Party to the Convention on Night Work for Women 
and that a copy be sent to the director of the ILO at 
Geneva, Switzerland. 


10. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: The 
National Woman’s Party called upon President Tru- 
man to instruct the United States representatives on 


the United Nations Commission on International Law 


to do everything possible to obtain recognition of the 
principle of the equality of rights under the law of the 
sexes as one of the foundations of the proposed Code 
of International Law and that a copy be sent the 
President. | 


11. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: The 
National Woman’s Party call upon President Truman 
to instruct the United States representatives on the 
Economic and Social Council of: the United Nations to 
do everything possible to further the following subjects 
when these subjects come before the Economic and 
Social Council: 


(a) The adoption by the United Nations of a Con- 
vention to Grant Equality of Political Rights to 
Men and Women. | 


(b) The adoption by the United Nations of a Con- 
vention on the Nationality Rights of Women, 
similar to the Montevideo Convention on the 
Nationality of Women, and applying to all 
women, not merely to married women. 


(c) The inclusion in the proposed United Nations 
Covenant on Human Rights of an explicit recog- 
nition of equality of rights of men and women 

~ in all fields. 
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And that a copy of this resolution be sent to the 
President. 


12. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: The 
National Woman’s Party commend The Status of Wom- 
en Commission of the United Nations on its recent 
action in launching a Convention Granting Political 
Rights to Women and that a copy be sent to the chief 
4 oe Section on the Status of Women in the United 

ations. 


13. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: The 
National Woman’s Party commend the United States 
representatives on the Status of Women Commission, 
Mrs. Olive- Remington Goldman, for her work at the 
recent meeting of the commission in support of a Con- 
vention Granting Political Rights to Women and that 
copies be sent to Mrs. Goldman, to the President of the 
United States and to Mrs. India Edwards, chairman 
of — Women’s Division, Democratic National Com- 
mittee. 


14. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: The 
National Woman’s Party commend the chairman of 
the Woman’s Division of the Democratic Committee for 
her great service to women, particularly for her work 
in opening high administrative positions to women in 
the foreign service of the United States and that copies 
be sent to Mrs. India Edwards and the President of 
the United States. 


15. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: The 
National Woman’s Party call upon President Truman 
to appoint consultants experienced in the movement 
for equality for women to all Departments of the Na- 
tional Government having to deal with domestic and 
foreign questions bearing on the status of women and 
that copies be sent to the President and to Mrs. India 
Edwards, chairman of the Women’s Division, Demo- 
cratic National Committee. 


BE IT RESOLVED THAT: The National Woman’s 
Party express its gratitude for the courtesy and help 
extended during the national convention, to the Par- 
liamentarian, Mrs. Lilly, to all the speakers appearing 
on our programs; to all organizations participating 
in certain of our functions; to the pages—Mrs. Barbara 
Westebbe, Mrs. Dorothy Spinks; to the ushers—Mrs. 
Judy Ahrens and Miss Jessie Blaine; to the hostesses 
at the dinners; to the soloist at the banquet, Miss 
Maria de la Hull, and to her accompanist, Miss Adele 
Bush; to the members of the press for their deep inter- 
est and splendid cooperation, especially to Miss Dor- 
othy Russell, in charge of convention press relations; 
to Miss Margaret Clark, assistant to the secretary, and 
the other staff at headquarters—Mrs. Ogle, Miss Sou- 
der, Mrs. Palmer and Mrs. Wilcox; to the members 
of all the convention committees, who have carried 
many burdens; to the three hostess branches—District 
of Columbia, Maryland and Virginia—whose staunch 


support has made certain functions possible; and to. 


all others who have aided or participated in any way 
to make the convention a success. 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That thanks be 
expressed to the Hotel Statler for its gracious coop- 
eration and courteous service throughout the conven- 
tion and to the Greater National Capital Committee of 
the Washington Board: of Trade for providing an effi- 
cient and courteous registration crew headed by Mrs. 


Convention Hotel Statler, May 1951 


Embrey ; and to Miss Elizabeth Fairall, Vice President 
of Julius Garfinckel and Co., for her splendid financial 
support of Equal Rights Magazine. 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT: The Na- 
tional Woman’s Party express its warm appreciation 
for the devoted services of all the retiring officers and 
council members. 


( 
CHAIRMAN OF STANDING COMMITTEES AS APPOINT 
BY NATIONAL CHAIRMAN MAY 27, 1951 


Church Cooperation 


Miss Mary E. Williamson, 717 Prinvess St., Alexandria, Va. 
Mrs. Ethel B. McKinney, 114 East 25th St., Baltimore, Md. 


Conference Cooperation 
Miss Edith Goode 
Congressional 
Mrs. Emma Guffey Miller, Wolf Creek Farm, Slippery Rock, 
Pennsylvania 
Mrs. Horace H. Sayre, Ardmore, Okla. 
Congressional Relations 
Mrs. Robert Wilkin, 830 Park Ave., New York, N. Y. 
Equal Rights 


Mrs. Virginia Starr Freedom, 1031 St. Paul St., Baltimore, 
Maryland 


Ways and Means 
Mrs. Mary Roebling, c/o Trenton Trust Co., Trenton 5, N. J. 
International Relations 


Mrs. Amelia Himes Walker, 224 Phelps Ave., Winter Park, 
Florida 


Investment and Endowment 

Miss Marion May, 390 Riverside Drive, New York, N. Y. 
Membership 

Mrs. Phoebe Munnecke, 8100 East Jefferson Ave., Detroit, 14, 

Michigan 

Pageants and Plays 

Mrs. Marie Moore Forrest, 604 Johnson Place, Alexandria, Va. 
Women Pioneers 

Mrs. George Howard, New York City 
Political 

Mrs. Cecil Norton Broy, 524 North Monroe St., Arlington, Va. 
Press and Radio | 

ie See Russell, 2015 Columbia Rd., N.W., Washington 


Public Relations 
Mrs. Perle Mesta, American Legation, Luxembourg 


*Speakers 
Mrs. John Forrest, Box 183, Hendersonville, N. C. 


Junior Council 


Miss Ernestine Bellamy, 7 Park Lane, Jamaica Plain, Boston, 
Massachusetts 


*Mrs. Forrest will help you find the right speaker for your 
meetings and radio programs. Please contact her. 


ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 
REAL ESTATE — AL. 0078 


JOANNA M. BARRY 
ALL THREE ARE SYNONYMOUS 


Have You Paid Your Subscription? 
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Connecticut AAUW Supports the Equal 
Rights Amendment 


There has been a growing demand in the Connecti- 
cut Division, AAUW, that the members be given a 
chance to express themselves on the Amendment. Last 
September the members of the State Board were asked 
to mail in their votes for or against. A minority re- 
sponded but the favorable vote was two to one. 

In October at a state meeting the following mo- 
tion was made by Mrs. Robert A. Squire, chairman of 
the Committee on the Status of Women: “Moved that 
it is the sense of this meeting that we go on record as 
endorsing the Equal Rights Amendment without qual- 
ifications”. It was carried by a vote of three to one. 

_A further motion,.which. was carried, proposed..a 
statewide membership poll during February, 1951. It 
was stipulated that the vote was to be on the straight 
Equal Rights Amendment, without the Hayden rider 
or other qualification. 


“The result is that a majority 6f the members who — 


voted in a majority of the seventeen Branches voted 
in favor of the Amendment. The Branches so voting 
are Greenwich, Housatonic Valley, Meriden, Middle- 
town, New Haven, New London, Norwalk, Stamford, 
Storrs (University of Connecticut), Waterbury, etc. 
No poll was taken in Hartford. 


Chairman Murrell Explains 


In response to many inquiries regarding a resolution 
passed at our convention, which called upon President 
Truman to supersede the Women’s Bureau of the Labor 
Department with a new agency, Mrs. Ethel Ernest 
Murrell, our National Chairman, offered the following 
explanation 


“The Resolution reads in part: 
_ ‘The National Woman’s Party requests the Presi- 
dent to establish an independent Agency to replace 


the U. S. Women’s Bureau, which would aid all — 


the women of the United States to secure Equality 
of Rights Under the Law.’ 


“The reason for such request, said Mrs. Murrell, was 
based upon the fact that the Suoreme Law of the Land 
as set out in the Charter of the United Nations, calls 
for Equality Under the Law, irrespective of race, creed, 
sex, color. Therefore, it is incumbent upon said Wom- 
en’s Bureau, as a branch of the United States Govern- 
ment, to work with, rather than against the law. 


“Under Article 6, of the Constitution of the United 
States, a Treaty when ratified becomes the Supreme 
Law of the Land, and supersedes the Consfitution of 
the United States, any and all state constitutions, 
Federal and State Statutes, and even Municipal Ordi- 
nances. 


“In Missouri v. Holland, (252 U.S. 416 (1920), the 
Supreme Court of the United States upheld and 
strengthened this point of view. Now the United Na- 
tions Charter is a Treaty properly signed and ratified. 
As a result of the dictates of that Treaty are the law. 
When a question arose under the Charter, the Supreme 
Court of California upheld the Treaty and in so doing, 
reversed 30 years of ruling to the contrary in California 
wane cases. (See Fujii v. State, 217 P. (2d) 

Chairman Murrell is a well known attorney in Miami, 
Florida, teaches an adult education course of law at 
Miami University and has written several books in- 
cluding “Law for the Ladies” and “Practical Law,” 
which have been used as college texts. 


Equal Wages Move Backed 


Geneva, Switzerland, June 29—The International 
Labor Organization conference adopted today a con- 
vention calling for equal pay for men and women for 
work of equal value. . 


All ILO members who ratify the convention are 
pledged to enforce this principle. The vote was 105 to 
33, with 40 abstentions. In general, government and 
worker delegates favored it or abstained, while em- 
ployer delegations opposed it. 


Unanimity was reached in the delegations of Poland 
and Czechoslovakia. In Communist countries the slogan 
“equal pay for equal work” has been a propaganda 
vehicle for several years, Only the employer delegate 
voted against it in the United States delegation. 


Great Britain Abstains 


Britain abstained and.Sir Guildhaume. Myrdin- 
Evans, that country’s Government delegate, said it was 
“unrealistic to suppose that more than a few states 
will be able to ratify the terms of this convention.” 


Can Britain Afford It? 


Many Governments fear the convention because of 
its effect on increasing the Governments’ own wage 
bills. Only last week the British Labor Government, 
in obvious embarrassment, turned down a civil service 
proposal for equal pay for men and women in Britain’s 
Government service. Of the British delegation, only 
Miss Florence Hancock, former chairman of the Trades 
ae Congress, voted today in favor of this con- 
vention. 


The I. L. O. convention merely requires the signatory 
Governments to. .“‘promote” and, in so far as is con- 
sistent with their own constitutional! procedures, “‘in- 
sure application to all workers for work of equal value.” 


Nevertheless, like other I. L. O. conventions, it would 
impose an obligation on the Governments that the na- 
tional trade unions could use as leverage in forcing 
gradual application of the principle enunciated therein. 


For the actual fixing of wages, the convention pro- 
vides for active participation of employers and workers’ 
representatives, leaving a great deal of flexibility as to 
details. An accompanying recommendation stresses the 
importance of full participation in the wage-fixing by 
interested parties. 


London, June 21 (AP)—Britain’s Labor Govern- 
ment has affirmed the principle that men and women 
should get equal pay for equal work—but says right 
now the country can’t afford it. 

Turning down requests of women in Government 
service for pay equal to men’s, Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer Hugh Gaitskell told the House of Commons 
last night that such a move would cause inflation. 
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EQUAL RIGHTS 


Equality Is Asked By Women’s Group 


Scheveningen, The Netherlands, June 28—The In- 
ternational Federation of Business and Professional 
Women, representing about 300,000 gainfully employed 
women in nineteen countries, decided today to press 
for national legislation banning sex discrimination. 


A resolution adopted by the federation’s board at 
the close of a two-day meeting here noted that the uni- 
versal United Nations Declaration on Human Rights 
prohibited discrimination on the basis of race, creed, 
color and sex, but that legislation proposed in certain 
countries purporting to implement the declaration 
omitted the word “sex.” 


The resolution. demanded that the word “sex” be 
included in such legislation. 


1. The Commission on the Status of Women of the 
United Nations Economic and Social Council be 
continued “in the light of its outstanding achieve- 
ments during the past five years in eliminating 
discriminations against women.” 


2. The United Nations use the services of women in 
furthering the technical assistance program and 
in specialied agencies. 


West Germany Entry Backed 


The federation decided in principle to admit the re- 
cently formed West German Federation of Business 
and Professional Women, consisting of eleven clubs 
in the United States and British zones. This will be 
done as soon as the formality of a mail ballot is 
completed. 


At a dinner tcnight, Dr. Lena Madesin Phillips of 
Westport, Conn., founder of both the United States 
and international federations, surveyed women’s prog- 
ress since the world group was established in 1930. 
She said ; 

“No victory won even in feminism necessarily means 
the end of the war. It only brings us to a new firing 
line.” 


The discussion during the meetings indicated that — 


the federation henceforth would place emphasis not 
only on equal rights for women but on partnership 
with men and willingness to accept concurrent respon- 
sibility. 

Mme. Agda Roessel of Sweden said that women would 
not be content with token representation in the com- 
munity or with figurehead positions but would “prefer 
to be somewhere nearer the rudder.” 


She was seconded by Dr. Schouenaar-Franssen of 
The Netherlands, who asserted that in public life “we 
should show ourselves willing and able to shoulder our 
responsibilities.” 


Miss O. M. Hastings of Britain demanded greater 
access for girls to technical training and apprenticeship 
to make possible partnership “between men and women 


equally conscious of the challenge of adult life and 
work.” 


Note From The Editor: 


Please send in stories of N.W.P. activities in 
every state. We also want photographs for feature 
articles so that members may know what all the 
branches are doing. e shall welcome any articles 
affecting status of women in any state. 


Why Women Work 


Withdrawal of women from the labor market would 
raise, not lower, prices. 


The war worker and the “regular” worker both 
spend their wages for goods and services but only the 
latter produces what both must buy. Mass withdrawal 
of women from the labor market would reduce further 
the nation’s productive capacity and increase compe- 
tition for goods available. Such withdrawal would be 
highly detrimental to the national defense effort. 


Other things being equal, it would of course be pref- 
erable for a mother to care for her own children. But 
things are not equal for the woman who is her family’s 
sole or major support, for the woman whose income 
added to the meager family total may permit her fam- 


_ily’s removal from a slum environment, for the woman 


whose income finances a college education or permits 
a convalescent husband to regain his health before re- 
turning to work. 


The example set by such working mothers and their 
devotion to their families, thus demonstrated, suggests 
a family unity and a home environment in which de- 
linquency is less likely to occur than an environment 
in which emotional and economic insecurity and pri- 
vation dominate. 


She might then become more sympathetic to the log- 
ical request that the necessary expenses of domestic 
help or nursery school be deducted from a working 
mother’s taxable income. 


Mrs. MORTON HOFFMAN. 
(From a letter in the Baltimore Sun, June 11th) 


gn Wlemoriam 


Pauline Cruice Smith 


Mrs. Pauline Crucie Smith of Larchmont, N. Y., 
widow of Pemberton Smith, died in the New Rochelle 
Hospital at the age of 79. Mrs. Smith was a founder 
of the National Woman’s Party. She resided for many 
years in Buenos Aires, where she was a founder of 
Humane Societies, and where her late husband was 
a U.S. Steel executive. She received government dec- 
oration for her work with the humane societies. 

We extend our condolences and deeply regret her 
passing. 


Suggestion Corner 


1. Don’t forget FINANCES. Obey that impulse! 
Send a check today—no matter how small—Dollars 
are the weapons to help us achieve our aim. Send a 
dollar to help do the work you may not be able to 
do personally. 


2. Write your local Attorney-General for your state 
laws affecting women. Send us a copy! 


ALVA BELMONT HOUSE 


on Capitol Hill 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Friends of members of the National Woman’s 
Party have the privilege of staying at Head- 
quarters when in Washington. 
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Travelling into Early Autumn 


The softly tailored coat, all gentle warmth 
and graceful motion . . . perfect wherever 
there is a cool breeze. From our Third 
Floor . ....see also our Fourth Floor 
Greenbrier and Sixth Floor Debutante 


collections. 


Garfincke 
& Co. 


IN THE NATION’S CAPITAL 


Library of Congress g 
First and B Sts., S.R. 
Washington 25, D.c. 
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